The PIVKA II test: the first reliable coagulation test for autopsy investigations.
To date there is no routinely used reliable diagnostic test that can be performed in the post-mortem period to investigate whether a deceased had a coagulation disorder. This paper describes a series of experiments to assess the use of an antigen-based method to investigate the vitamin K-dependent factor II function in the deceased. It illustrates that by using this approach the functional status of factor II can be investigated in the post-mortem period. The abnormal proteins that are investigated by this method appear to remain stable for at least 72 h and potentially up to at least 7 days. The method that is illustrated could thus be reliably used in the post-mortem period to identify a natural or drug-induced factor II abnormality. The potential for other protein components of the coagulation cascade to be investigated by similar antigen-based methodology is suggested.